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	Quotation:

“You declared that you would relate how you played with him; how you laughed at him while you fought . . .” (22).
“Don Diego Vega smiled as he turned toward the fireplace” (23)
Page Number:
	Inference:
McCulley uses dramatic irony to create a playful, humorous mood.

	Context:
After Sergeant Gonzales loses a fight again Zorro, Don Diego presses him to relay the details of his victory for his own amusement (1st quote).

Having no knowledge of Don Diego’s true intentions, Sergeant Gonzales becomes flustered and tries to dodge the subject. Ultimately, he makes an excuse to leave the tavern as (2nd quote).
	Commentary:
The readers clearly know why Don Diego is pestering Sergeant Gonzales; he is Zorro, and as such knows full well that Gonzales has no victory to boast of. He only wants to humiliate the Sergeant. (1st quote)
The reader smiles along with Don Diego, laughing at the Sergeant’s embarrassment. McCulley’s use of dramatic irony allows the reader to share the joke and appreciate the humorous mood. (2nd quote and conclusion)



In The Mark of Zorro, Johnston McCulley uses dramatic irony to create a playful, humorous mood. After Sergeant Gonzales loses a fight against Zorro, Don Diego presses him to relay the details of his victory for his own amusement: “You declared that you would relate how you played with him; how you laughed at him while you fought . . .” (22). The readers clearly know why Don Diego is pestering Sergeant Gonzales; he is Zorro, and as such knows full well that Gonzales has no victory to boast of. He only wants to humiliate the Sergeant. Having no knowledge of Don Diego’s true intentions, Sergeant Gonzales becomes flustered and tries to dodge the subject. Ultimately, he makes an excuse to leave the tavern as, “Don Diego smiled and turned toward the fireplace” (23). The reader smiles along with Don Diego, laughing at the Sergeant’s embarrassment. McCulley’s use of dramatic irony allows the reader to share the joke and appreciate the humorous mood.
