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Reader Response Four Square                                                 
Title:  “The Adventure of the Speckled Band”__________________________________________
Author: _____Arthur Conan Doyle__________________________________________________________
This book/story/poem is about: __Sherlock Holmes investigates the mysterious death of a young woman. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

The subject I am exploring is ______Self-Control_______________________________________________
	Quotation:

“ ‘ I am not quite so bulky, but if he had remained I might have shown him that my grip was not much more feeble than his own.’ As he spoke he picked up the steel poker and, with a sudden effort, straightened it out again.”
Page Number: 9
	Inference:
Sherlock Holmes has extraordinary mental and emotional self-control. 

	Context:
Dr. Roylott storms into Holmes’s office and berates him for speaking to his stepdaughter, Helen Stoner. He threatens Holmes by bending a steel fire poker into a curve with his bare hands. Holmes responds lightheartedly and allows Dr. Roylott to leave without reciprocating the threat. Once the doctor is gone, Holmes demonstrates his own strength by straightening the poker.
	Commentary:
Holmes’s straightening of the poker shows the reader that he is a well-matched physical opponent for Dr. Roylott. His decision not to demonstrate his physical strength conveys an emotional strength as well. It takes self-control to refrain from proving one’s dominance when provoked. Furthermore, it takes a strong mind to realize that the best way to gain an advantage is to hide your most intimidating assets so that your opponent may underestimate you. Holmes’s strategic thinking and self-restraint demonstrate his strength of character.  


In the short story, “The Adventure of the Speckled Band” by Arthur Conan Doyle, Sherlock Holmes demonstrates extraordinary mental and emotional self-control. Dr. Roylott storms into Holmes’s office and berates him for speaking to his stepdaughter, Helen Stoner. He threatens Holmes by bending a steel fire poker into a curve with his bare hands. Holmes responds lightheartedly and allows Dr. Roylott to leave without reciprocating the threat. Once the doctor is gone, Holmes demonstrates his own strength by straightening the poker: “‘ I am not quite so bulky, but if he had remained I might have shown him that my grip was not much more feeble than his own.’ As he spoke he picked up the steel poker and, with a sudden effort, straightened it out again” (Doyle 9). Holmes’s straightening of the poker shows the reader that he is a well-matched physical opponent for Dr. Roylott. His decision not to demonstrate his physical strength conveys an emotional strength as well. It takes self-control to refrain from proving one’s dominance when provoked. Furthermore, it takes a strong mind to realize that the best way to gain an advantage is to hide your most intimidating assets so that your opponent may underestimate you. Holmes’s strategic thinking and self-restraint demonstrate his strength of character.  

